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(Arvicola amphibius) ON the Manhood Peninsula

ECOLOGY AND BEHAVI OU

Wat er vol es i ve in burrows on tl
hi de i n the |l ong vegetation fjrom
are active all through the day| an
not often seen.

Wat er vol es are fast breeders [wit
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March with multiple I|itters of ] up
and summer . The young are bonn |
| eave the burrow after approx. 21
rives.

Water voles are very territorial 8
defend their home and area of Bbank

HABI TAT AND DI ET
Water voles |live in
ways of the Manhood
up of mainly ditches
the Chichester canal
har bour s.
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with thick vegetation
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" WATER VOLES Y
“amphibius) on the Manhood Peninsula
WATER VOLE FACTS AND FI GURES

Si ze: -22 bom,y t184i lcnB. & he | argest UK small ma
Wei ght +3 0105 Og

Life Span: 5 months on average, up to 2 years
Col our : i n England a chestnut brfown, i ny Sc

DI FFERENCE BEAWEENV®MLES AND RATS

Nose Water voles have blunt brown flurry naoses
pinker ones.

Tai l Wat er voles have brown furry tails jwhi
ones.

Ear s: Water voles have hidden fluffy ears wit|

that stick out.
Swi mming: Water voles do a doggy paddl e boblbin
and rats swing their hips and tail

WATER VOLE FI Ewba$l 6NSI ook for when | oo

¥ 1Latriineisl es -todc tdiczed alnd

® odourl ess water vole poo |tha
ited in piles at key siites
They are often on I|litter]| an
banks to make them more obuvi
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Burrowtshe entrancpes to the
water fholmes system of un -

derground tunnels | with™>some un-
derwater exits.

Feeding piles (stat-wahjgn a
voles create piles of foaood
thing really good to eat.
and | eave it i n handy snack
come back to. They al so oft
to tell ot her water voles to
Wat er vol esdédgeraesvee c4btU ends

stems when they wuse thejjr S

coated front teeth, t o blijt e
Il n winter, when plants ajre s
the roots and rhizomes af b
as I1rises, and the bark of t
wil |l ow.



